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1 The term „platform associations“ was coined in 2001 when a total of 17 associations
agreed on a “platform” on the reform of the European Agricultural Policy.
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2 Note: The paper presented here does not deal with the general issue of the Federal
Government’s reduction goal. It exclusively discusses the issue of where savings could
be made on the basis of environmental and social considerations (i.e. with a view to
sustainability), provided savings are seen as being useful or unavoidable.

3 They state that quite to the contrary, due to the accession of Bulgaria and Romania
(planned for 2007 or thereafter) this item will need to be allocated up to M 8.000 million in
additional funding over the programme period.

4 The expenditure ceiling negotiated by Schröder and Chirac in 2002 and later adopted by
the Council, is, as the name says, an upper limit, not a minimum amount to be spend. It
is obvious that it is in France’s interest, or rather in the interest of its particularly influential
“conservative” agricultural lobby, not to make any changes to the way direct payments are
made to their farmers. However, we are of the opinion that the German Federal Govern-
ment can and should at first establish its own position and that it should not solely seek
orientation from the specific interests of our, undoubtedly important, partner state France.
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5 The platform associations have held this to be unacceptable from the beginning.
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6 Lisbon strategy:  Includes all measures for the economic, social, and environmental
transformation of the EU. In March 2000 the European Council at its Lisbon meeting had
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tabled this ten-year agenda, the aim of which is to transform the European Union into the
world’s most dynamic and competitive economy. The tenet of the strategy is that a solid
economy promotes job creation and supports social and environmental measures which
in turn are to guarantee sustainable development and social cohesion.
Göteborg strategy: EU Strategy for Sustainability.

7 The EU writes: “The CAP is increasingly aimed at achieving the right balance between the
two pillars.” Fact Sheet: New perspectives for EU rural development. Luxembourg: Office
for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2004, p.4.
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8 For example, the United Kingdom in Scotland, Finland, Portugal, and Italy.
9 The calculation includes all the “old” EU 15 Member States except for Greece.
10 As above.
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11 Lisbon strategy: see footnote No. 6 on page 9.
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12 Most of the wordings here have been taken directly from the relevant Commission
document COM(2004) 101 final. A further document, COM(2004) 487 final also concerns
the Financial Perspectives.
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13 With, in part, very tangible proposals such as to “[i]ncrease the rate of European films
distributed outside their country of origin from the current 11% of the market to 20% in
2013, double the number of cinemas programming European films by 2010 and training
35,000 audiovisual professionals by 2013.”
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